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Instantanee din satul Nisipari -Snapshots of Nisipari village
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satul Cgratai ( Nisipari ),1828 - litografie de Hector de Bearn
The Russian army billeted in Caratai¥illage (Nisipari), 1828 - lithograph by Hector de Bearn

i o
Armata rusa cantonati in

- NORDULUI

B &
™~ —_
r
o
S

-~

Vilnius
Minsk.

Kiev

; : i Berlin  Warszawa

=W = O

Satul Caratai  Nisipari ) in 1938 - The village of Caratai (Nisipari) in 1938

| |

Chisindu
Budapest *

IVEMZI—-{I : Constanta |
() Beograd : MARER 4y

Sofia

Tirana Ankara




ALBUMUL MONOGRAFIC AL COMUNEI CASTELU

recutul Dobrogei, bogat in evenimente, este strans

legat de istoria marilor imperii si regate disparute.
Tinutul acesta a fost locuit §i stapanit, in antichitate, de
stramosii nostri daco-getii si romanii. Scythia Minor,
numele Dobrogei antice, a fost romanizat cu 100 de ani
inaintea Daciei.

Cultura greco-romand a strdlucit in Scythia
Minor (Dobrogea) vreme de peste o mie de ani si de aceea
ea este bogatd in ramdsite antice, care ne amintesc de
cele doua civilizatii apuse, cum in alte parti ale tarii nu
gasesti.

Dobrogea a fost locul de intdlnire, de convietuire
si de infrdtire a romanilor. Mocanii pastori de peste
Carpati, agricultorii din Campia romand, pescarii din
partile dunarene, au fost aceea, care au contribuit la
mentinerea si Intdrirea romdnismului in Dobrogea, sub
dominatia otomand, dand nastere vigurosului tip de
romén dobrogean, din zilele noastre.

Istoria comunei Castelu este strans legata de is-
toria Dobrogei, care vreme de sute de ani s-a aflat sub
stapanire otomana.

Marele geograf Grigore G. Danescu nota in 1897
in lucrarea sa ,, Dictionarul geografic, statistic, economic
si istoric al Judetului Constanta ” urmatoarele:

,.Chiostel (Castelul), sat in plasa Medjidia catunul comu-
nei Alkapd, situat in partea nordica a plagei si cea centrala
a comunei, la 6 km spre nord-vest de catunul de resedinta
Alkapa si la un km spre nord de extremitatea rasariteana
a baltii Carasul...]. Paméantul nu tocmai este cultivat im-
prejurul satului din cauza umezelei, ci este ldsat sa creasca
iarba pe care o pasc vitele locuitorilor gi in special oile.”
lar Prefectul Judetului Constanta N.T. Negulescu arata
in lucrarea sa ,, Judetul Constanta 1916 si 1922-1923", ca
.|...] Satul Chiostel este Infiintat in timpul dominatiunii
otomane, inainte de anul 1850. Pe atunci satul se numea
Borlak.”

In anul 1853 s-au asezat aici 30 de familii de
tatari din peninsula Crimeia, la 1500 m vest de actuala
localitate. Mai apoi, pe la 1885, atrasi de locurile acestea

care se pretau foarte bine cregterii oilor, au venit 10 fa-
milii de mocani ardeleni care au fost improprietariti cu
140 ha.

Incepand cu anul 1885 pana in 1911 satul
Chiostel a apartnut de comuna Alkapa (Poarta Alba),
dupa care devine comuna avand in subordinea sa, satele
Caratai ( Nisipari ) si Docuzol (Cuza Voda).

Marin Ionescu Dobrogeanul in lucrarea ,Do-
brogea in pragul veacului al XX-lea” scrisa in 1904 ofera,
deasemenea, valoroase informatii despre satele Chiostel
si Caratai, Asfel el nota: , Comuna Caratai ocupd toata
regiunea din stinga viii Carasu acoperitd de dealul
Hagi-Cabul, pana in Valea Ciobanului, departe catre
risirit de 9 km de orasul Medgidia; se compune din 2
sate: Caratai, de resedintd, pe ambele maluri ale Vaii
Caratai i Hagi-Cabul, la 5 km spre nord-vest de prece-
dentul, este aproape nelocuit, fiind pérasit din 1877. Am-
bele au infatisarea sdlbateca, case mici si bordee grupate
fmprejurul mai multor fantani, din care odinioard se
scotea apa cu burduful. Satele erau locuite de tdtari. Case
sunt 152, Primaria a fost claditd in 1882. Biserica si scoald
nu are comuna; sunt trei geamii in Caratai. Calea feratd
Constanta - Cernavoda trece pe la 4km, spre sud, de sat si
n-are statie aici.”
in primul deceniu al secolului al XX-lea, sunt
improprietdriti, aici, cateva famili de romani buzoieni
(Ochiulet, Piuaru, Banciu, Dobril3, etc.). La inceputul ani-
lor 1920 sunt improprietirite alte familii de romani din
zona Argesului (Dumitrascu, Pétragcu, Ivan, s.a.). Dupa
anul 1911 Caratai ( Nisipari), intrd in componenta comu-
nei Chiostel.

Populatia comunei era in 1916 de 1552 suflete,
din care in Chiostel: 368 romani , 157 turci, 3 germani si
6 de alte nationalitati; in Caratai: 113 romaéni, 683 turci, 5
germani gi 13 de alte nationalitati.

Populatia comunei Castelu numird astdzi 5120 lo-
cuitori din care 3309 persoane cu drept de vot; numdrul
gospodariilor este de 1855. Din 1922 la Caratai vin 20
de tinere familii de colonisti germani din Atmagea si

Ciucurova, care au primit teren pentru casd si curte in
partea de vest a satului, pdmantul bun lasat de turci putea
fi arendat sau cumpérat. Cartierul german avea o strada
dreaptd, frumoasa, si pomi plantati. n mijlocul satului se
afla o casé de rugdciuni si scoald, din anul 1924 in cativa
ani localitatea a devenit un ,colt de rai”. Din anul 1930
satul Caratai isi schimba numele in Nisipari. Tn 1940 s-au
repatriat in Germania aproape toti nemtii din localitate,
268 de persoane si au mai ramas doar trei.

Dupa plecarea nemtilor, s-au asezat, in Nisipari,
cateva familii de romani balcanici (aromani), strdmutati
din Dobrogea de Sud (Cadrilater), familiile: Gari, Magri,
Tarziu, Tase, Belu, Lambru, Ciucea, Ba'rdu, s.a.

Comuna Castelu are in componenta sa satele
Castelu, Nisiparigi pana in 2004 si satul Cuza Voda care
prin Legea 84/2064 se reinfiinteaza ca si comuna; este
situatd in centrul judetului, in zona de stepa a Vaii Ca-
rasu, la 8km sud-vest de limita Municipiului Medgidia si
la 35 km de Municipiul Constanta.

Are ca vecinatati: la sud-est comuna Poarta Alb4,
la vest Municipiul Medgidia si Comuna Cuza Voda, la
sud Canalul Dunire-Marea Neagra, la nord-est Comuna
Mihail Kogalniceanu.

Legdtura cu alte localitdti se face pe D.N. 22C,
precum si pe calea feratd Bucuresti-Constanta; pe raza
comunei existind doud statii C.ER. - pentru calatori,
respectiv Castelu gi statia Dorobanfu, care deserveste
locuitorii satului Nisipari. Intre cele doud localitéti ale
comunei, legitura se face pe D.N.22C si in continuare pe
D.C. 90.

Teritoriul comunei face parte din versantul nor-
dic al bazinului hidrografic al Vaii Carasu. Versantul se
prezintd sub forma unor ondulatii largi, extremitatea
nordica fiind traversatd de paréul Docuzol sau Agi-Cabul
Mare, iar satul Nisipari este traversat de paraul Caratai,
paréuri care au cursuri de apd permanent.

Clima zonei este specifici Dobrogei Centrale,
cu varietati de temperatura relativ mari i volum redus
al precipitatilor. Se caracterizeazd prin veri timpurii
calduroase si lungi, deseori cu vanturi uscate. Toamnele
sunt lungi, secetoase si cu brume frecvente, iar iernile
sunt dominate de vanturi puternice.

Vegetatia naturald este specificd zonei de stepa
gdsindu-se aici elemente floristice sud-est europene, cat si
specii din flora mediteraneana si balcanica. Se pot intalni
o serie de plante specifice regiunii: clopotelul, garofita,
cimbrisorul, etc., precum si vegetatie specifica: cornul,
socul, macesul. Faunistic se inregistreazd dominarea

rozatoarelor gi a pasérilor dar si reptilele reprezentate
prin gusterul virgat, soparla de frunza, etc.

In ceea ce priveste instructia publica in 1916,
existau doud scoli: una in satul Chiostel, cu cinci clase,
infiintata ca post in anul 1898 si instalata in local propriu;
cealatd in satul Caratai, cu cinci clase, infiintata ca post
in anul 1904 si instalatd in localul propriu, cladit prin
contributia locuitorilor.

Actualul edificiu al scolii, din Nisipari, a fost
inaltat in anul 1940, prin contributia materiald a familiei
Valaori, care doneaza satului gi un dispensar.

Astdzi aceastd scoald cu clasele I-VII, unde
invata 238 de elevi, este complet modernizatd conform
cerintelor actuale si dispune de 15 cadre didactice de
invatatori si profesori. In ultimii ani a fost construitd aici
si o impresionantd sala de sport complet utilata.
Directorul scolii este prof. Florentina Asanache. Tot in lo-
calitate se afli si grddinita cu program normal frecventata
de 75 de copii. Activititile culturale se desfdsoara la
Caminul Cultural care a fost renovat si modernizat.
Odati cu dezvoltarea si evolutia satului, accesul tinerilor
la studii superioare a devenit un deziderat de neingradit.
Apar primii intelectuali proveniti din randul familiilor de
tarani, din Nisipari - unii dintre ei vor accede, la demnitati
nationale, publice si universitare, precum: Prof. Univ. Dr.
in istorie, Gheorghe Dumitragcu, senator al Romaniei
in perioada 1990 -2000; Lector Univ. Dr. in litere Nistor
Bardu; Chestor de Politie, Ton Carlig, Primarul localitatii,
ec. Nicolae Anghel si multi altii.

La Castelu functioneaza, deasemenea o Scoala
Generala cu clasele I-VIII intr-o cladire construita in 1984,
vechea cliadire datind din 1923 a fost demolata, astazi
fiind in constructie o noud cladire. Aici invata 281 de
elevi, iar instruirea lor este asiguratd de 16 cadre didac-
tice titulare si 9 suplinitoare. Directorul gcolii este prof.
Antoaneta Prodan. In cadrul scolii functioneaza o serie
de cercuri aplicative: formatia de dansuri populare, de
teatru, de dansuri moderne, cercul sportiv, cercul de bio-
logie, etc.

La Castelu toate activitatile culturale: spectacole,
sezitori literare, teatru, intélniri cu cetatenii localitatii,
reuniuni, etc.; se desfasoard la Caminul cultural care,
deasemenea, a fost reabilitat si modernizat dispunand de
o capacitate de peste 200 de locuri.

Grupul Scolar Agricol Castelu este o unitate publica
de invatamant care a fost infiintat in anul 1957. In primii 32
de ani a functionat ca gcoala cu profil mecanic. Incepand
cu anul 1990 a fost diversificatd oferta educationala cu noi
calificari orientate spre tehnologie agricold.
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Astdzi Grupul Scolar Agricol Castelu ofera

invatamantului vocational urmatoarele calificari:
-liceu: tehnician in turism, in gastronomie, tehnician pro-
cesare text si imagine, ecolog si protectia mediului, teh-
nician in agricultura, tehnician veterinar pentru animale
de companie, tehnician mecanic, reparatii si intretinere;
Scola de Arte si Meserii: lucrdtor in alimentatie si comert,
cofetar — patiser; $coala Postliceala: asistent de gestiune
pentru unitatii hoteliere si turism.

In decursul anilor aici au fost pregatiti peste
35.000 de elevi. In prezent Grupul Scolar Agricol Castelu
are o populatie scolara de 500 de elevi, la curs de zi si
120 la cursuri cu frecventa redusa. Baza materiald a scolii
cuprinde: 14 cabinete de specialitate, sala multimedia,
amfiteatru, biblioteca cu peste 12.000 de volume, 2 labo-
ratoare de industrie alimentars, sala de tehnica a servirii,
laborator de biologie, zootehnie, agricultura, 4 ateliere
mecanice, etc. Dispune de un cdmin cu 196 de locuri si de
o cantind.

Personalul didactic este format din 27 de profe-
sori, 11 ingineri si maistri, 12 profesori pentru disciplinele
de culturd generald, personal auxiliar si administrativ.
Directorul scolii este prof. Gabriela Livadariu.

Grupul Scolar Agricol Castelu, este angrenat
intr-o serie de proiecte internationale: European Practical
Trening ; Biological vegetable and food hygiene, Proiecte de
viticultura pentru tinerii viticultori - toate proiectele sunt
realizate prin programul “Leonardo DaVinci”.

Comuna Castelu are o economie agrara dis-
punand de o suprafata agricola de 4705 ha, din care, in
satul Castelu 1946 ha i 2759 in satul Nisipari. Suprafata
intravilan a satului Castelu este de 195, 35ha si 190,21ha.
in Nisipari.

In structura suprafetei cultivate si a productiei
vegetale ponderea cea mai mare revine culturilor de po-
rumb, grau, orz, rapita, floarea - soarelui, etc. Deasemenea
o importantd deosebita este acordata cresterii animalelor,
in special a ovinelor si bovinelor.

Pe teritoriul comunei isi desfagoard activitatea
circa 39 de socetati comerciale si asociatii familiare, in
special, cu profil agricol dar si in domeniul transportu-
rilor, al comertului si servicilor.

Dintre acestea mai importante ca pondere
economica, In agriculturd, sunt in Castelu: S.C. Agrias,
S.C. Agromec, S.C. Agricola Serv, S.C. Agro Tudoran,
5.C. Agro Mestania, 5.C. Agro Luceafarul, 5.C. Agro Kara
Star, Asociatia Ovis Prosper, etc.; iar in satul Nisipari: 5.C.
Agrozootehnica, 5.C. Viitoru, S.C. Niscereale, S.C. Prod
Com Class, 5.C. Zeca Agro Max.

Primaria comunei Castelu reprezentatd de
Nicolae Anghel — primar, Ion Ivanus - viceprimar si
Silvia Gheorghe - secretar, alaturi de Consiliul Local, rep-
rezentat de consilierii: Antoaneta Prodan, Genisa Sabri,
Metin Seihisleam, Ton Sufana, Tefuc Daut, Vasile Popa,
Vasilica Banica, Florica Irizea, Dumitru Ginara, Paraschiva
Mocanasu, Jan Crisu, Catdlin Pahontu, Petre Vasile, a
elaborat si materializat un numar important de proiecte
de dezvoltare economica si sociala care vor avea meni-
rea de a transforma Comuna intr-o localitate cu adevirat
moderna.

Dintre acestea se pot enumera in domeniul in-
frastructurii: Impietruirea a 5 km de drumuri in Castelu
$i 7 km in Nisipari; 4km de trotoare in Castelu; asfaltarea
a 2 strazi din satul Nisipari; constructii de refugii, pentru
caldtori, in Castelu si Nisipari; alimentarea cu apa, 4km
in Nisipari, executarea de foraje pentru alimentare cu
apa potabila la Nisipari; exstinderea iluminatului public
la Castelul si Nisipari; in domeniu invatamantului: rea-
bilitarea scolii Castelu; construirea de grupuri sanitare si
statie de epurare la scoala din Nisipari; renovarea cor-
pului “C” a cdminului si a cantinei din cadrul Grupului
Scolar Agricol Castelu; dotarea cu centrald termicd a scolii
si a gradinitei din Castelu precum si a scolii din Nisipari;
culte si obiective culturale: dotarea cu centrald termica
a bisericii ortodoxe din Castelu; reparatii capitale si ex-
tinderea Caminului cultural din Nisipari; modernizarea
si dotarea Caminului cultural din Castelu; administratia
publica - locala: extinderea primariei si dotarea cu mo-
bilier si informatizarea activitatii prin achizitionarea de
calculatoare, softuri si programe; realizarea serviciului
public comunitar de evidentd a populatiei, etc.

Deasemenea se au in vedere o serie de pro-
puneri, de perspectivd, care se vor derula in perioada
urmatoare: pietruiri de drumuri comunale, 29 km; ame-
najare de troteare in satul Nisipari; canalizare in Castelu
si Nisipari; extinderea retelei electrice in zona de nord a
localitatile Castelu si Nisipari; construirea de locuinte so-
ciale; construirea unei sali de sport la Castelu; amenajarea
unui parc la Nisipari; constructia unei geamii la Castelu;
constructia unei sali de sport la Grupul Scolar Agricol
Castelu; amenajarea unor terenuri de joacd in cele doua
localitati; constructia unei noi gradinite la Nisipari; si ex-
tinderea gradinitei din Castelu.

Toate aceste investifii vor alinia comuna la
cerintele actuale ale dezvoltarii rurale ale unei tari mem-
bre a Uniunii Europene si vor aduce localitatea in traseele
investitionare importante, ale judetului, avand in vedere
potentialul sdu agricol si situarea sa intr-o zona ecologica.

CASTELU COMMUNE MONOGRAPHE ALBUM

obrogea’s colourful history is closely linked to the
history of the once-great empires and kingdoms of
antiquity, when this region was inhabited and ruled by
our Geto-Dacian and Roman ancestors. Scythia Minor, as
Dobrogea was then known, was Romanised 100 years be-
fore the rest of Dacia™
Greco-roman culture thrived in Scythia Minor
(Dobrogea) for over 1000 years, and the area is richer than
any other region of the country in relics and remains of
these two great fallen civilisations.

Dobrogea was the melting pot from which mod-
ern Romania emerged. Mountain peoples from across the
Carpathians, farmers of the Romanian plains, Danube
fishermen etc., all contributed to the establishment and
resistance of a Romanian culture in Dobrogea, under Ot-
toman rule, giving birth to the vigorous modern Dobro-
gean Romanian.

The history of the village of Castelu is closely
linked to the wider history of Dobrogea, which was un-
der Ottoman rule for hundreds of years.

The great geographer Grigore Danescu, in his
“Geographical, Statistical, Economic and Historical Dic-
tionary” of 1897, noted the following: Chiostel (Castelul),
a village in the north of the Medgidia region and near the
heart of Alkapa parish, is located 6km NW of the local
seat of Alkapa and 1km north of the eastern end of Cara-
su lake [...] The land is little cultivated around the village
due to the boggy terrain, but has been left as pasture and
grazing for the local cattle, and especially sheep.”

The Constanta County Prefect N.T. Negulescu
notes in his book entitled “Constanta County 1916 and
1922-1923,” that “The village of Chiostel came into being
in the times of Ottoman rule, before 1850. In those days it
was known as Borlak.”

In 1853, 30 Tatar families settled here from the
Crimean Peninsula, 1500km west of the village’s present
location. Later, in 1885, 10 mountain families from Tran-
sylvania, attracted by the great potential for sheep hus-

bandry, also settled here and were given 140 Ha. of land.

From 1885 to 1911, the village of Chiostel be-
longed to Alkapa parish (Poarta Alba), after which it be-
came its own parish, administering the villages of Caratai
(Nisipari) and Docuzol (Cuza Voda).

Marin [onescu Dobrogeanul also offers us valu-
able information about Chiostel and Caratai in his 1904
“Dobrogea at the turn of the 20th century”: “The parish of
Caratai occupies the whole of that part of the left side of
the Carasu valley which is flanked by Hagi-Cabul hill, as
far as the Ciobanului valley, some 9%km west of Medgidia.
Its administrative centre consists of two villages, both
called Caratai, astride the Caratai valley; and Hagi-Cabul
5km north-west of these, which has been almost unin-
habited since its abandonment in 1877. Both have a rustic
feel, with little houses clustered around numerous wells
whence, in times gone by, water was extracted in animal
skins. The villagers were Tatars, and there were 152 hous-
es. The Town Hall was built in 1882. The parish has no
school or church; there are three mosques in Caratai. The
Constanta — Cernavoda railway line passes by, 4km to the
south, but there is no station here.”

In the first decade of the 20th century, some

Romanian families from Buzau (by the names of Ochiu-
let, Piuaru, Banciu, Dobrila, etc.) settled here and were
granted land rights. In the early 1920s, other families (Du-
mitrascu, Patrascu, Ivan etc.) similarly settled here from
Arges County. In 1911 Caratai (Nisipari) joined the parish
of Chiostel.
In 1916 the parish population stood at 1 552, of which in
Castelu: 368 Romanians, 157 Turkish, 3 German and 6 of
other nationalities; in Caratai: 113 Romanians, 683 Turk-
ish, 5 German, and 13 of other nationalities. Today the
population of Castelu parish stands at 5 120, with an elec-
toral roll of 3 309; there are 1 855 households.

From 1922, 20 young German colonial families
arrived in Caratai from Atmagea and Ciucurova, each
having been granted land for a house and a garden in the



western part of the village; the good land left by the Turks
was available for lease or purchase. The German quarter
featured a beautiful straight main street lined with trees.
In the middle of the village there was a small chapel and a
school was built in 1924. In just a few years it became a ha-
ven of tranquility. In 1930 the village of Caratai changed
its name to Nisipari. In 1940 nearly all the local Germans
were repatriated; of an initial 268, only 3 remained.

After the Germans had left, a number of Balkan
Romanian families (Aromanians) by the names of: Magri,
Tarziu, Tase, Belu, Lambru, Ciucea, Bardu etc. settled
here from southern Dobrogea (the Cadrilater)

Castelu parish, comprising Castelu, Nisipari
and also Cuza Voda (until 2004 when it was granted the
status of a parish in its own right under law 84/2004) is
in the centre of Constanta County, in the grasslands of
the Carasu valley, 8km southwest of Medgidia and 35km
from Constanta. It borders Poarta Alba to the southwest,
Medgidia and Cuza Voda parish to the west, the Danube
- Black Sea Canal to the south, and Mihail Kogalniceanu
parish to the northeast.

Communications with other towns is via the
D.N. 22, as well as the Bucharest-Constanta railway line;
the parish has 2 stations for passengers, Castelu and Doro-
bantu (the latter serving Nisipari). These two villages are
linked by the D.N.22C and the D.C. 90.

The parish territory largely comprises the north-
ern watershed of the Carasu Valley. This watershed takes
the form of a number of large undulations, the northern
extremity of which are cut by the Docuzol or Agi-Cabul
Mare river, while Nisipari village is bisected by the Cara-
tai river; these being permanent year-round water cours-
es.

The region’s climate is specific to central Dobro-
gea, with a wide temperature range and low precipita-
tion. Summer comes early, but is long, often with dry
winds. Autumn is long, dry and often foggy, while winter
is typically brutally windy.

The natural vegetation is that of the steppes.
Flowering plants typical of southeastern Europe, as well
as flora of the Mediterranean basin and the Balkans. Spe-
cific to the region are spreading bellflower, carmation,
common thyme, cornelian cherry, common elder, wild
rose, and so forth. Local fauna is predominently repre-
sented by rodents and birds, but also reptiles such as the
Balkan green lizard, snake-eyed skink, etc.

As regards state education, in 1916 there were
two schools: one in Chiostel, with five classrooms, dating

to 1898; the other in Caratai, built from community con-
tributions.

The present school building in Nisiparu was
raised in 1940, with money donated by the Valori Mihai
family, who also financed a medical clinic in the village.
Today the school caters for years I — VIII, and 238 pu-
pils. It has been completely modernised and has a staff
of 15 teachers and educators. An impressive and fully-
equipped sports hall has recently been added. The Head
Teacher is Florentina Asanache. The village also hosts a
day kindergarten of 75 children, and there is a town hall
- recently modernised and renovated - for artistic and
cultural events.

As the village has evolved and grown, the de-
mand for higher education for young people has become
boundless. The first generation of intellectuals to rise
from peasant families in Nisipari has already gained pub-
lic and academic recognition at a national level, among
them: Professor of history, Gheorghe Dumitrascu, Roma-
nian senator 1990 -2000; Doctor of Letters Nistor Bardu;
Inspector of Police Ion Carlig; Mayor Nicolae Anghel, and
many others.

Castelu also has a general school with classes
I — VIII which was built in 1984. The original building
from 1923 was demolished, and new buildings are under
construction today. There are 281 pupils, and a staff of 16
full-time teachers and 9 assistants. The Head Teacher is
Antoaneta Prodan. Within the school programme there is
a series of practical clubs: folk dancing, theatre, modern
dance, sports and biology etc.

Castelu’s cultural activities: shows, literary
meetings, theatre, community gatherings, meetings etc.
take place at the village hall which following modernisa-
tion, now seats 200 people.

Castelu Vocational High School is a public in-
stitution which dates to 1957. In its first 32 years it spe-
cialised in mechanical engineering. From 1990 it broad-
ened its range of courses, offering qualifications related
particularly to agriculture.

Today the Vocational High School offers the
following courses: High School - tourism, gastronomy,
desktop publishing, ecology and environmental protec-
tion, agriculture, small animal veterinary science, vehicle
maintenance etc. Professional college — catering and com-
merce, pastry - dessert chef; Post High School - hotellery
and tourism management )

Over the years some 35 000 students have

studied here. At present there are 500 full-time and 120
part-time students. Facilities include: 14 specialist labs, a
multimedia computer room, a lecture theatre, a 12 000-
book library, 2 food science laboratories, a catering hall,
laboratories for biology, animal husbandry, agriculture; 4
mechanical workshops, etc. There is also a 196-bed hall of
residence, and a canteen.

The teaching staff consists of 27 specialised
teachers, 11 engineers and specialists, 12 general teach-
ers, auxiliary and administrative staff, Thei_Head Teacher
is Gabriela Livadariu.

Castelu Agricultural High School is involved in
a number of international projects: European Practical
Training; Biological, vegetable and food hygiene; Vinicul-
ture for youth etc. — all of which are administered by the
Leonardo Da Vinci Programme.

Castelu parish derives most of its income from
agriculture with 4705 ha. of arable land; 1946 ha. in Caste-
lu and 2759 ha. in Nisipari. Castelu village itself covers
around 195 ha; Nisipari is around 190 ha.

The most important crops are maize, wheat, bar-
ley, rapeseed, sunflowers and so on. Animal husbandry is
particularly important, particularly sheep and cattle.

Around 39 commercial and family businesses
are active in the parish, mostly relating to agriculture,
transport, trade and services.

In terms of turnover, the most significant of
these are based in Castelu: 5.C. Agrias, 5.C. Agromec,S.
C. Agricola Serv, 5.C. Agro Tudoran, 5.C. Agro Mestania,
S.C. Agro Luceafarul, S.C. Agro Kara Star, Asociatia Ovis
Prosper, etc; and in Nisipari: 5.C. Agrozootehnica, 5.C.
Viitoru, S.C. Niscereale, S.C. Prod Com Class, and S5.C.
Zeca Agro Max.

Castelu Town Hall is represented by Nicolae
Anghel — mayor, lon Ivanus - vice-mayor, Silvia Gheor-
ghe — secretary, alongside the Local Council, represented
by councillors: Antoaneta Prodan, Cristian Ghina, Metin
Seihisleam, Ion Sufana, Tefuc Daut, Vasile Popa, Vasilica
Banica, Florica Irizea, Dumitru Ginara, Paraschiva Moca-
nasu, Jan Crisu, Catalin Pahontu and Petre Vasile.

A number of important local social and econom-
ic development projects have been launched which will
serve to fully transform the parish into a truly modern
environment.

These include:

Infrastructure: the resurfacing of 5km of roads

in Castelu, and 7 km in Nisiparu, 4km of pavements in

Castelu; the asphalting of two streets in Nisiparu; the con-
struction of bus shelters in Nisiparu and Castelu; 4km of
new water mains in Nisiparu; new surveying and boring
for drinking water in Nisiparu; improved street lighting
in Nisiparu and Castelu.

Education: renovation of Castelu school; con-
struction of new toilet and sewerage facilities at Nisipari
school; renovation of the C wing of Castelu Agricultural
High School’s hall of residence, and the school’s canteen;
installation of central heating at the school, at the Castelu
Kindergarten, and at Nisiparu school;

Religious and cultural monuments: installation
of central heating in the Castelu’s orthodox church; repair
and renovation of the village hall in Nisipari; modernisa-
tion and refitting of the village hall in Castelu;

Local Administration: Extension of the Town
Hall and acquisition of new furniture, computers and
software, computerisation of operations and community
records etc.

Other long-term plans for the future include re-
surfacing of 29km of parish roads, maintenance of pave-
ments in Nisipari, surface water drainage channels in
Castelu and Nisipari, extension of the electrical grid in
the northern parts of Castelu and Nisipari, construction
of council housing, construction of a sports hall in Caste-
lu, improvements to a park in Nisipuri, a new mosque in
Castelu, a new sports hall for Castelu’s Vocational High
School, renewal of playgrounds in both villages, construc-
tion of a new kindergarten in Nisipari and enlargement of
the existing one in Castelu.

All of these investments will serve to bring the
parish into alignment with the current objectives of the
European Union’s rural development programme, and
inclusion in the County’s significant investment pro-
grammes, on the basis of its agricultural potential and its
location in an area of ecological interest.
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Edificiul Primariei din Comuna Castelu - Castelu Town Hall

|

Primarul comunei, Nicolae Anghel, alaturi de functionarii administratiei locale
The Mayor, Nicolae Anghel, flanked by his local administrative staff

Primarul localitatii Castelu, in mijlocul consilierilor comunali - The Mayor of Castelu, with his Parish councillors
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Ordinea publici in comuna Castelu este asigurata de: agent gef Nelu Meregiu, agent sef adj. Viorel Tudorel si agent principal Mihai Moise
Public Order in Castelu Parish is the responsibility of Police chief Nelu Meregiu Vice-chief Viorel Tudorel, and Sergeant Mihai Moise



Arhitectura moderni in localitatea Castelu - Modern architecture in Castelu village
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Dispensarul comunal - The Pari
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Statia CFR - Castelu - The Railway Station, Castelu

Geamia din N

isipari - Nisipari mosque




- Castelu primary school

Scoala cu clasele I-VI1], din Castelu




Instantanee surprinse la gridinitele din sate]e Castelu si Nisipari - Snapshots of Castelu and Nisipari village kmdergartens
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Church ofthe Donmtlon of the Vlrgln (Adormlrei Maicii Domnulm) Castelu — Parish Priest Nlcolae Costea
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Arable farming takes up a considerable land area in Castelu Parish
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Grupul $colar Agricol din Castelu - unitate de elitia invatimantului rural - Castelu Agricultural High School —an elite institution in rural education
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Istantanee surprinse la scoala cu clasele I - VIII, din satul Nisipi
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Formatia de dansuri populare Castelanii a scolii din comuni - Castelu School’s Castelanii folk dance troop




Canalul
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Dunare - Marea Neagra care traverseazi localitatea Castely

=

Mihail Serbanescu este, fira indoiali, unul din-
tre cei mai talentati fotoreporteri ai spatiului
pontic, un artist al imaginii transfigurate pe
peliculd, un publicist de fortd si convingere,
al cirui verb se exprimi prin fotografie.
Nascut la Briila, la 8 ianuarie 1949, Mihail
Serbanescu a simtit de timpuriu respiratia
marelui fluviu. A crescut in spatiul fabu-
los, in lumina mirifici a povesti-rilor
lui Panait Istrati si ale lui Finus Neagu,
pastrind toata viata pe retind locurile natale.
Artistul fotograf a triit anii adolescentei si ai
primei tinereti in capitald, in mediile artistice
bucurestene, stind ore intregi in ate-lierele
maestrilor Corneliu Baba, Spiru
Vergulescu, Florin Niculiu, Marcel Chirnoagi
si realizind aici numeroase fotografii.
Activitatea profesionald s-a materializat in mii
de fotografii publicate in presa constinteani
si in cateva albume de mare tiraj si cu suc-
ces garantat la public. Personajul lui princi-
pal este Dobrogea, in ipostazele ei cele mai
convigdtoare, peisaje si portrete, elemente
care definesc un spatiu §i un spirit prezen-
tate cu o anume patind multimilenara. Artis-
tul isi trideaza dragostea si respectul fata de
locurile in care si-a circumscris existenta prin

mesajul pe care il agaza in fiecare imagine.
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